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Abstract

Reparations provisions in international criminal law have evolved at a slower pace than
corresponding rights in human rights law. This development can be explained in part by the
significant influence of domestic criminal law on the development of this area of
international law. Trials to date have been more successful on the basis of human rights law.
There are high expectations that the emerging practice of the ICC and its Trust Fund will
radically transform the benefit of victims. It is recognized, however, that liability for
reparations must maintain an element of State responsibility because those who consider
themselves to bear the greatest responsibility for grave breaches may have exercised
functions of State authority. To be sure, there are inherent risks in shifting responsibility
from states to individuals because that could ultimately leave victims without redress. While
the shift towards recognition of victims and their right to reparations in international criminal
law is welcome and positive, it is best that this work in tandem with measures to determine
a state's potential responsibility towards victims. This study came to illustrate the concept,
role and rights of the victim in the criminal justice system of the International Criminal
Court, and other rules and regulations governing the Court's procedures and work.
Furthermore, it aims to clarify the framework established by the Court to fulfil this important
mandate to ensure the right to compensation for victims regarding international crimes
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