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Abstract

This research addresses genocide as one of the most serious international crimes threatening
international peace and security. It analyzes the legal foundations of genocide as stipulated
in the 1948 convention on the prevention and punishment of genocide and the statute of the
international court of justice. The study aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the
legal aspects of this crime, with a particular focus on the mechanisms for establishing its
occurrence and determining state responsibility, especially in light of recent judicial
developments. The research adopts a legal analytical methodology and presents a critical
perspective aimed at assessing the effectiveness of the international judicial system in
addressing grave human rights violations. It uses the legal proceedings initiated by South
Africa against Israel before ICJ, in the context of the 2023 aggression on the Gaza Strip as
a case study, to examine the applicability of the elements of genocide to the ongoing events
in Gaza and the Court’s adherence to the principles of international humanitarian law. The
study is structured around several key themes, beginning with the conceptual and legal
framework of the crime of genocide, followed by an examination of its elements and the
conditions for establishing international responsibility. It then presents an analytical reading
of relevant ICJ decisions, culminating in an evaluation of the Court's role in protecting
civilians and enforcing international accountability.

Keywords: International Court of Justice (ICJ), genocide, international law, Gaza Strip,
South Africa, aggression on Gaza, international responsibility, legal protection.
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(*) 972+ Magazine (2023). Inside Israel s Al-powered war machine ; Local Call (2023). How the Israeli army
uses Al to select targets in Gaza

(2024 ) 56 b Al sl 5yl i (9)
(®) Kimmerling, B. (2001). The Invention and Decline of Israeliness: State, Society, and the Military. University
of California Press.
(®) Levy, Y. (2017). Israel's Death Hierarchy: Casualty Aversion in a Militarized Democracy.
(%) OECD (2023). Science, Technology and Innovation Outlook: Israel.
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(M) U.S. Department of Defense (2023), Press Briefings, October 2023.

(%) Geneva Conventions, Common Article 1 (1949)

(®) Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 25 & 28
(% International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Commentary on Common Axrticle 1 (2016).

(°) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for
Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal6/8630/2018/en/

(°) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for
Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal6/8630/2018/en/
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(*) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for

Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal6/8630/2018/en/

(%) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for

Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal6/8630/2018/en/

(°) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for

Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal6/8630/2018/en/
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(*) Amnesty International. (2018). Myanmar: “We Will Destroy Everything ” — Military Responsibility for
Crimes Against Humanity in Rakhine State. Retrieved from:
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