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Abstract

The Polluter Pays Principle is one of the cornerstones of environmental protection in
environmental law at both the international and national levels. It assigns to the polluter the
responsibility for repairing the damage resulting from their activities. Numerous
international declarations, treaties, and national laws have embraced this principle, which
rests on an economic rule requiring the producer of a good or service to bear the cost of the
pollution it generates—thereby internalizing environmental impacts into the true cost of
production ,despite this legislative endorsement, the principle is applied weakly by courts as
a basis for liability, whether internationally or domestically, because its legal formulation
remains ambiguous and its scope is interpreted differently across legal systems. This study
aims to analyse the concept, nature, and effects of the Polluter Pays Principle as an effective
legal and economic tool for holding natural persons, legal entities, and states accountable
for environmental harm, while highlighting its advanced role in the development of
environmental law and its central importance for achieving the dimensions of sustainable
development. The study concludes that the Polluter Pays Principle can serve as a powerful
deterrent and regulatory mechanism if it is codified and implemented within a clear
legislative and judicial framework. It recommends strengthening national legislation and
adopting judicial and administrative mechanisms that guarantee the principle’s practical
application, thereby promoting environmental justice and encouraging environmentally
responsible production behaviour.

Keywords: Polluter Pays, Strict Liability, Sustainable Development, International Judiciary.
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