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Abstract
Rather than treating the “Jordanian option” as a fixed political proposal, this study approaches
it as a discursive construct circulating within U.S. media narratives. It argues that American
media representations are shaped by a complex convergence of strategic interests and
ideological imaginaries, producing frames that normalize Israeli claims and render relations
of power and domination both intelligible and acceptable to public opinion.
By interrogating these representations through discourse analysis, the article shifts attention
from journalistic vocabulary to the underlying symbolic and cognitive structures that govern
meaning-making. This approach enables us to uncover how media discourse mediates the
relationships among politics, religion, and authority in the contemporary American public
sphere.
The analysis demonstrates that the conflict is not driven solely by pragmatic or material

considerations, but is deeply embedded in an Evangelical theological imagination that
reconfigures political realities through biblical symbolism. Within this framework, modern
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political actors are recast as scriptural figures, while the West Bank is symbolically renamed
as “Judea and Samaria”.

The article concludes by opening new research perspectives on the role of U.S. media in
shaping Jordanian official discourse, and on the capacity of Jordanian media to negotiate this
external framing in ways that safeguard sovereignty, national security, and adherence to the
two-state solution.

Keywords: U.S. media, Jordanian option, Discourse analysis, Evangelical theology, Two-
state solution.
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