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Abstract
This study analyzes the textual cohesion mechanisms in Tayeb Salih’s short story “A Handful of
Dates”, viewing it as a highly condensed narrative in which linguistic, semantic, and symbolic layers
intersect. The significance of the study lies in its attempt to uncover the hidden structures that shape
narrative coherence and generate meaning through grammatical connectors, substitution, causal
relations, and implicature as a guiding interpretive framework.
Using a text-linguistic analytical approach, the research examines patterns of reference, repetition,
ellipsis, and linkage and explores how these mechanisms organize the narrative and reveal its
internal voice.
The findings show that the story, despite its brevity, relies on a tightly woven network of cohesive
relations that create emotional and semantic unity. Pronouns construct the child narrator’s
consciousness, connectives regulate the flow of perception, causal relations reconstruct the
experience from within, and implicature directs interpretation toward deeper symbolic meanings.
The study concludes that “A Handful of Dates” exemplifies the modern Arabic narrative’s ability
to employ linguistic structure to produce profound emotional and symbolic impact.

Keywords: Textual cohesion, Text linguistics, A Handful of Dates, Tayeb Salih, Implicature,
Grammatical relations, Causality.
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