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Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze new media discourse by tracing the shift in practice from the textual to
the social level and revealing how this shift is reflected in syntactic structures. This was carried out
using two selected models of news coverage of the Israeli—Iranian war, broadcast by Arab and
international news outlets. The study adopted Norman Fairclough’s approach to Critical Discourse
Analysis, which is based on the interconnection of three levels of analysis: textual practice, discursive
practice, and social practice.

The study was grounded in the hypothesis that syntactic choices constitute an effective textual
practice that contributes to shaping discursive practice and to reproducing social practice with all its
ideological implications. The findings showed that the dominance of active transitivity, as opposed
to the restriction of passive constructions, contributed to foregrounding Iranian agency at times and
marginalizing the other party, while the prominence of the Israeli side depended on the source from

289 2026 &2 1 &35l Al /JSUY 5 ) inl Bl il g (3 il e ©



@523l 280 L SN S e

which the news text was drawn and on the nature of the news channel’s statements, thereby
reconfiguring the event within a directed reading. The study concluded that syntactic shifts in media
discourse reflect a structural transition from representing the event to producing a social stance
toward it.

Keywords: New Media Discourse, Textual Practice, Social Practice, Syntactic Phenomena, Critical
Discourse Analysis.
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