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Abstract:
This study seeks to address the question “How did the Battle of Karameh contribute to building the
collective Jordanian memory and identity and the reformation of the state’s political identity?” The
study’s significance lies in the attempt to offer an analytical framework for understanding the role of
collective national memories in the reestablishment of legitimacy and identity, and the utilization of
historical events and milestones for social purposes.
The study adopts a historical-sociological methodology, focusing on the interpretation and analysis of
the process by which historical events take shape, the framing of the narrative around them, and their
reappropriation in the construction of identity and political legitimacy. The findings demonstrate the
success of the Jordanian state in deploying disciplined and pragmatic memorialization policies to
transform the Battle of Karamah into a collective national memory that emphasizes the centrality of the
state and the role of the army as a sovereign defensive institution, while integrating the popular
recollection into a coherent overarching narrative, the result being social and political consolidation
around the principle of unity of arms in the exclusive hands of the state.
The study concludes that the Battle of Karamah represents an emblematic model for the reconfiguration
of legitimacy and collective identity, and building a long-term national political narrative. It further
argues that contesting narratives on the Battle of Karamah are, at their core, a struggle over meaning
rather than over historical military facts alone. Accordingly, the study recommends a set of intellectual
and media-oriented initiatives that make effective use of technology to strengthen shared historical
symbols, reinforce national unity, and transcend sub-identities rather than counter them.

Keywords: political sociology; Battle of Karamah; national memory; collective identity; Jordan;
political narrative.
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fighting terrorism
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Ajami, Fouad. “The End of Pan-Arabism.” Forejgn Affairs 57(2) (Winter 1978), pp. 355-373. (See esp. p. 356 on political ideas 32
tumning to “ashes” and the crisis of legitimacy/super-legitimacy.)
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.pdf

Sorby, Arild H. H. “Jordan and Israel 1967-73: Jordan’s decisive years.” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 49(2) (2022), pp- 3
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