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Abstract

This study aims to examine the representation of Arabs and Muslims in Western cinema,
with a particular focus on American cinema due to its global influence in shaping mental
images and public perception. The research investigates how Arabs and Muslims have been
portrayed across successive historical periods, from the post-World War Il era to the
aftermath of the September 11 attacks, highlighting the ideological role of cinema in
reproducing stereotypical images. The study employs content analysis, selecting a sample of
American films and series, categorizing and analyzing scenes according to specific criteria,
and linking the findings to the theoretical framework of cinematic discourse. The results
indicate that American cinema has produced reductive images of Arabs and Muslims,
ranging from the wealthy yet backward stereotype to the violent terrorist, with some rare
works attempting more balanced representation. The study recommends building on these
findings to expand future samples and achieve a deeper understanding of cinematic
representations.

Keywords: American cinema/ media discourse/ Islamophobia/ Orientalism/ Arab
representation in Hollywood.
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