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Abstract:
This study investigates the impact of political media on shaping public opinion in the
Sultanate of Oman. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study employs an online
questionnaire based on the Uses & Gratifications Theory to assess media influence among a
sample of the target audience. The findings indicate that a significant proportion of
respondents follow political news daily & that new media is the most influential source
shaping Omani public opinion. The study also shows that political media use is driven by
multiple & overlapping motivations. Moreover, the results confirm a clear influence of
political media on opinions & attitudes toward public issues & government policies, with
variations according to education level & gender. Higher-educated individuals exhibit greater
critical awareness & selectivity in media exposure. Overall, public perception of the media’s
role in directing public opinion in Oman remains partial & is influenced by trust in media

sources & audience awareness.
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