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Abstract

This study reexamines the phenomenon of ellipsis of the governing agent in Arabic
grammar through a pragmatic lens that transcends structural estimation and moves toward
contextual interpretation. It begins with Sibawayh’s phrase “ma aghfalahu ‘anka shay’an”
and al-Mubarrad’s commentary “think of something, and observe something”, proposing a
reconceptualization of ellipsis as a cognitive act inferred from discourse context rather than
surface structure. The research introduces a pragmatic classification of ellipsis types that
accounts for situational context, shared knowledge, and cognitive inference, redefining the
governing agent as an intentional trace rather than a syntactic trigger. It further
demonstrates that classical grammatical models—though not explicitly labeled as
pragmatic—often relied on contextual reasoning, thereby laying the groundwork for a
renewed analytical framework that reads Arabic grammar through the lens of usage and
interaction.
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