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Abstract.

German Orientalist discourse constituted a unique case, characterized by diverse trends. While
no researcher denies its scholarly rigor and objectivity in certain aspects, it also exhibited a fluctuating
tendency towards pragmatism and alignment with the European Orientalist discourse, centered on a
self-centeredness and the centrality of Western civilization. This latter discourse saw itself as the
guardian of colonized peoples, ostensibly to guide them, as it believed and practiced, towards progress
and civilization. The last quarter of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20" century witnessed
transformations in the structure of German Orientalist discourse, which intersected with German
colonial ambitions in the Ottoman Empire. German foreign policy and capital worked in concert to
subtly penetrate the Ottoman Empire during the initial phase of Germany's eastward expansion,
imposing a protectorate and indirect tutelage over the Ottoman Empire during the reign of Abdul
Hamid I1.

The Constitutional Revolution and the overthrow of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il marked a turning
point in German Orientalist discourse. It shifted from embracing Abdul Hamid's Islamic-oriented
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project to a pragmatic approach that supported the new regime's orientation towards openness to
Europe and the establishment of a secular state. This approach encouraged the regime's move towards
shedding the religious and historical legacy of the Ottoman Empire, reflecting a supremacist
Orientalist view that saw the East as mired in hedonism, indolence, and stagnation. According to this
view, there was a European spirit modeled on the German West. The German Orientalist establishment
worked to absorb the shock of this transformation between 1908 and 1909, adopting three new
approaches to engaging with, assimilating, and subsequently maintaining its dominance over the new
regime. This study examines the structure of Orientalist discourse in the context of the Constitutional
Revolution and the overthrow, specifically focusing on the stance of leading Orientalists, most notably
Hartmann, who exemplified an Orientalist model hostile to Islam and committed to its colonial project.
Keywords: Orientalism; Constitution Revolution; Young Turk; Committee of Union and Progress
(CUP); Martin Hartmann.
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e Brief des deutschen Konsuls Kiderlen-Wachter in Istanbul und des Reichskanzlers von
Biilow, 10. Juli 1908. Die GroRe Politik der europaischen Kabinette 1871-1914. 2" ed., 40
vols., Berlin: Johannes Lepsius, Albrecht Mendelssohn Bartholdy und Friedrich
Thimme.1924-1927.vol.xxv:2. No: 8875. https://archiv.diplo.de/arc-de/qut-zu-
wissen/akteneditionen/die-grosse-politik-der-europaeischen-kabinette-1871-1914/1496314

e Bundesarchiv Militararchiv Freiburg invenio. (B M F, no: 737 Nachlass (NL) Goltz737 V.
5, Nr. 181. 18 December 1910.

e Goltz, Freiherr v.d. (1909) Die Innerpolitische Umwalzung in der Turkei, vol.xxxv,January
1909. p.1-17, (edit) Julius Rodenberg, Deutsche Rundschau, Bern: Peter Lang, 1998.

e Langer. W. L. (1929), Reviewed: British Documents on the Origins of the War, 1898-1914.
Vol. V, "The Near East: The Macedonian Problem and the Annexation of Bosnia, 1903-1909"
by G. P. Gooch, Harold Temperley. Foreign Affairs Vol. 7, No. 4 (Jul. 1929), p. 635-649.
Published by: Council on Foreign Relations. https://doi.org/10.2307/20028725
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e German Diplomatic Documents (1928), (1871-1914) / selected and translated [from
German] by E. T. S. Dugdale, with a preface by Sir Maurice De Bunsen. vol. 3: The Growing
Antagonism (1898-1910). London: Methuen. 1928.

e Politisches Archiv des Auswartigen Amts (PAAA):

- R 13185 Marschall an Berlin, May 28, 1909.

- R 13189 Marschall an Berlin, November 4, 1909.

- R 13189 Strempel an Berlin January 23, 1910.

- R 13190 Marschall an Bulow, October 24, 1908.

“Denkschrift iiber die militdrischen Verhéltnisse bei den europdischen Staaten™.
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