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Abstract
This study examines the phenomenon of non-standard phonetic alternation in the Arabic language
and seeks to analyze it within the framework of generative—transformational theory. Adopting the
generative—transformational approach as its methodological basis, the study first clarifies the
concept of alternation in Arabic and outlines its main types, then presents an overview of generative
phonology and its fundamental principles. It subsequently analyzes non-standard phonetic
alternation from this theoretical perspective through selected representative examples.The study
concludes that non-standard phonetic alternation is essentially a phonological phenomenon rather
than a purely phonetic one, which makes the phonetic context a crucial factor in its interpretation.
The findings indicate that such alternation generally does not result in a change in meaning nor
disrupt the internal sound order of words. However, in certain phonetic or usage-based contexts, it
may give rise to limited semantic variation, depending on the position of the alternation and the
nature of the sound involved. Accordingly, non-standard phonetic alternation is considered part of
the permissible phonetic variation within Arabic.
Keywords: Non-standard phonetic alternation; phonetic analysis; generative—transformational
theory; phonetic context.
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