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Abstract

Reading parallel texts is regarded as one of the foundations of modern literary studies. This
research seeks to examine the marginal elements in order to shed light on the essential,
within the framework of engaging with paratexts - such as thresholds, covers, and colors -
as a means of deepening the comprehension of the main text and clarifying its intended
meanings.
Adopting a semiotic approach, the study explores the significance of colors, typography,
visual dynamics, and related elements, with the aim of interpreting both the principal text
and its accompanying paratexts, and of uncovering the interrelations between them.
The findings of the study may be summarized as follows:

— Paratexts functioned as the initial gateways to accessing and interpreting the texts.

— The short story collection (Al-Naddaha) incorporates diverse paratexts, each
conveying distinct meanings.
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— Visual dynamics play a pivotal role in elucidating the meanings embedded within
the texts.

Accordingly, this research investigates the paratexts and their relationship with the main
text (Al-Naddaha short story collection by Yusuf Idris), through an analysis of the
collection’s covers, external and internal titles, as well as the semiotics of colors,
illustrations, and related visual devices.
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