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Abstract

This study sheds light on the allocations granted to the women of Jerusalem from the Surrat al-
Rumiyya—the imperial charitable fund of the Ottoman Empire—based on Ottoman Sura Register No.
29, dated 1066 AH / 1656 AD.The study aims to underscore the Ottoman state's role in supporting the
women of Jerusalem by providing them with financial allocations similar to those given to men—
particularly poor women, those devoted to religious worship, and residents near Al-Agsa Mosque. The
register under examination documents a significant number of women who benefited from these grants,
organized into various groups according to their place of residence.

The study follows a descriptive, historical, and analytical methodology in examining the
information pertaining to women found in the register. It extracts the names of the women, specifies the
amount each received, alongside an analysis of the most relevant points. The study concludes with
several key findings, including the Ottoman Empire’s evident concern for specific segments of the
population in the holy cities—especially women—through the provision of financial aid via the Surrat
al-Rumiyyalt also confirms that these Ottoman Sura registers serve as significant historical records,

offering unique information not found in other sources.
Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Surrat al-Rumiyya, Jerusalem, Al-Agsa Mosque, Women of Jerusalem.
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