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Abstract
The study addresses religious, cultural, and service-oriented roles in the city of Jerusalem and the role of
endowments in financing them. This is based on the Ottoman Sharia Court record of Jerusalem, number
(174) (1081-1083 AH / 1670-1672 AD) as a primary source. The study relies on the mentioned court
record and some other records due to their documentary importance in historical studies. Given the
importance of the information in this record, three types of roles emerged: religious roles, cultural roles,
and service roles. These roles were fulfilled based on official documents issued by the competent
authorities under the name "Sultanic Rescripts.” The endowment also played a similar role in appointing
staff and determining their responsibilities according to endowment deeds for each institution. The
appointment documents defined for each role the name of the role, its proportion, place of performance,
and salary amount whether in cash or in-kind, and the entity responsible for paying the salary, whether
the state, the Roman purse, or the endowment revenue. Additionally, it detailed whether the role was
inherited or vacant, among other numerous details.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Endowment, Ottoman Sharia Court records of Jerusalem, Religious roles, Cultural
roles, Service roles.
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