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Abstract :
The cognitive development in mental and psychological disorders, along with the recent tendency of
various societies in general —and Muslim societies in particular— to acknowledge and raise awareness
about them, as well as their impact on different aspects of life, including the criminal field, where claims
of committing crimes under the influence of psychological or mental illness have increased, necessitate
an understanding of the legal rulings related to these disorders in general and their impact on criminal
responsibility in particular.
Therefore, this research delves into the issue of how criminal responsibility is affected by psychological
and mental disorders, aiming to clarify the criteria for determining their influence and the extent of their
impact on criminal responsibility. The study employs a descriptive and analytical approach to explain
the nature and types of these disorders, as well as an inductive method to identify the most significant
types of these disorders and how they affect criminal responsibility. Finally, a comparative approach is
used to highlight the differences between psychological and mental disorders, as well as to compare the
opinions of scholars in disputed matters and weigh them against each other.
The research concludes that Diseases in which awareness is lost are treated as insane, diseases in which
awareness is reduced but not absent are treated as imbeciles, and diseases that affect the will are punished
less severely. As for diseases that do not affect awareness or will, they have no effect on criminal
responsibility.
Keywords: Disorders, Psychological, Mental, Responsibility, Criminal.
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